THE    CAROLINGIANS   AND   THE   VOLTE-PACE   OF   THE   PAPACY
The office of mayor of the palace was suppressed in Neustria
and in Burgundy, but Vulfoald remained the mayor of the palace
in Austrasia. It seems that some attempt was made to establish a
rotation of magnates in the palace. But the magnates could not
agree together, and Childeric II took this opportunity of getting
rid of Leger, whom he banished to Luxeuil (675). The reaction
of the magnates was prompt: that same year Childeric II was
assassinated.^ Thierry III succeeded to the throne. But in the revul-
sion of feeling which followed this murder Ebroin was restored
to power, being elevated to the dignity of mayor of the palace.
The result of this, says Fustel de Coulanges,1 was "enormous
changes in respect of functions and dignities." The entire personnel
of the palace was changed. Leger was sentenced to death, having
first been blinded, in accordance with the Byzantine custom.2
The whole aristocratic party formed a solid opposition against
Ebroin, and it now set all its hopes upon Pippin, who in Austrasia
had assumed the dignity of mayor of the palace on the death of
Vulfoald. By what right? Doubtless as the descendant of Pippin I
and Grimoald;3 that is to say, by virtue of that very principle of
heredity which Ebroin was opposing in Neustria. Pippin, in
Austrasia, exercised a de facto power; the chroniclers have laid
stress upon this, saying of him: "dominabatur in Austria"* The
difference between the power which he claimed and that which
Ebroin exercised was flagrant. Unlike Ebroin, he was not a func-
tionary. He owed his power to the marriages of his family, and to
the fact that he was the recognized leader of the aristocracy which
was beginning to group itself about him. If we are to believe the
Annales Mettenses, "many of the^rWi of Neustria, cruelly treated
by Ebroin, passed from Neustria into Austrasia and took refuge
with Pippin." (681). Thus Austrasia, Prankish by race, was becoming
the protagonist of the aristocracy.5
Since the death of Dagobert II—that is to say, since his assas-
1 FUSTEL DE COU1ANGES, Op. dt., p. 106.	2 RICHTEK, Op. dt., p. 173.
8 Ansegisus, the father of Pippin, was not mayor of the palace.
* HJSTEL DE COULANGES, op. dt., p. l68.	5 Ibid., p. 178. *
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